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Car Club Meeting Minutes  

Sunday, December 08, 2019 2:45 PM 

Director Gordon Boyd called the meeting to order. 

We held a moment of silence for the pasting of 

Cindy Hunter. 

Motion was made and passed for waiving the 

reading of last month’s minutes 

Treasurer’s report:  

Given by Ron. He can collect dues today   

Club Officers for 2020 Announced 

We were going to have ballots today but there were 

no positions contested. The following will he next 

year’s {2020} officers: 

President:  Amy Holmgren 

Vice President: Don Larson 

Secretary: John Dyer 

Treasurer: Ron Massey 

Officers at Large: Monna Healy and Sam Wilson 

New Members and Guests:  

None 

General Good and Welfare:  

None 

Past Events:  

Don Stringer went to Albany Swap Meet 

Old Business: 

Last year’s t-shirts are still for sale. The 2020 shirts 

will be at the January meeting. 
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Bruce reported that the UCC show will be taken on 

by the Elks and is scheduled for September 19, 

2020. 

New Business: 

Thanks for everyone that cooked and brought food 

March Show: John Miner’s 41 Plymouth will be in 

the club display. Still need a second car and a 

theme. Sponsor packets and applications are 

available. 

Vernon will be stepping down as newsletter director 

after April 2020. If anyone is interested in taking it 

over, please contact Amy or Don. 

Next meeting is January 12, 2020 at 2 pm at 

Winston Community Center 

Dues are due 

Dana thanked Gordon and Gail for their terms. 

Upcoming Events: 

March Car Show – Roseburg, OR 

50/50 

Not Reported 

Meeting adjourned 3:00 pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Gail Kuntz, Secretary  

Buy, Sway and Sell 

’47 Plymouth Business Coupe 

Project $1,200.00 or B.O. 

(541) 672-2359 

 

’80 Aspen Subframe 

$125.00 or B.O. 

(541) 672-23 

 

Editor’s Corner: 

Well Christmas is over as well as New Years and it 

is now 2020.   

Does everyone remember the big question that was 

on everyone’s mind in 1999?  Were all the planes 

going to fall out or the sky, were all the ATMs 

going to shut down? Were the banks going to be 

able to get into their vaults when they opened in 

January? 

I still remember that for two years prior to the turn 

of the century, the military worked on identifying 

everything that might be affected when the clock 

struck midnight on 31 December 1999. Government 

contractors were testing all their systems to make 

sure they were going to work when the time came. 

Well we found out that the world continued to 

operate just as it had in 1999. 

It’s hard to believe that we are already in the third 

decade of the 21st Century. 

From the Past 

I recently read a subjective article on History.com 

written by Rick Cary on what they thought were the 

cars that made America.  Here are some of the cars 

that were included. 

OLDSMOBILE MODEL R 

The first practical, reliable, mass-produced 

American automobile 

How many built: 12,000+ between 1901 and 1904 

Starting price: $650 

Nickname: ‘The Curved Dash’ 

Ransom Eli Olds, who had started experimenting 

with self-propelled vehicles in 1887, was working 

on several different prototypes in his company’s 

Detroit factory in 1901 when a fire destroyed the 

building and three of those prototypes. The only 

survivor: the Model R, popularly known as the 

Curved Dash for its curved, buggy-like footboard. 

By the end of the year, Olds had built some 425 of 

them. Priced at just $650, the Curved Dash was 

accessible to a wide range of prospective customers. 

Its tiller steering and buggy-like body were familiar 

to the horse-trained public. Its rugged 7-horsepower 

single-cylinder engine, simple 2-speed planetary 

transmission, chain drive and high ground clearance 

were strong enough to survive the rigors of the 

nation’s largely rugged, rutted dirt tracks. It 

remained in production through 1904 and inspired 

the hit song “In My Merry Oldsmobile:” 

Come away with me, Lucille, 

In my merry Oldsmobile. 



Down the road of life we fly, 

Automo-bubbling, you and I. 

BUICK MODEL 10 

A moderately popular early bid to build a car for the 

masses 

How many built: 23,100 between 1908 and 1910 

Starting price: $900 

Nickname: ‘The White Streak’ 

When General Motors incorporated in the fall of 

1908, its CEO, William “Billy” Durant, went on a 

buying spree, building his empire by gobbling up 

the lion’s share of the competition within the first 

year. (He couldn’t convince rival Henry Ford, the 

other visionary of the burgeoning industry.) Buick, 

the first company Durant acquired, became GM’s 

core brand. And the Model 10, painted all white 

with snappy brass trim, was Buick’s most popular 

model. 

The defining characteristic of the four-cylinder 

Model 10—and of every Buick since—was its 

overhead-valve cylinder head, a.k.a. the “valve-in-

head” engine that gave superior performance. All 

Model 10s were marketed as a vehicle for “men 

with real red blood who don’t like to eat dust.” 

DODGE BROTHERS MODEL 30 

The first Dodge Brothers automobile 

How many built: 596,770 between 1914 and 1921 

Starting price: $785 for the Touring Car model 

As successful Detroit contract manufacturers, John 

and Horace Dodge were a major supplier of 

automotive parts to industry giant Ford. But when 

Ford got cash-strapped and couldn’t make 

payments, the Dodges accepted company stock 

instead. Henry Ford bought the stock back in 1919, 

giving the Dodge brothers a $25 million windfall. 

But even while the Dodges were a crucial element 

to Ford’s success, they weren’t all that impressed 

with the Model T. John Dodge is quoted as saying, 

“Someday the people who own a Ford are going to 

want an automobile.” 

The Model 30 was the Dodge Brothers’ idea of 

what an economical automobile should be: a well-

built, durable car with more power and more 

standard features than the Model T. With a 35-

horsepower, 212-cubic-inch, four-cylinder engine 

and a 3-speed sliding gear transmission, it came 

fully equipped from the factory with a folding top, 

electric lighting, leather upholstery, electric starter, 

windshield and speedometer. Originally constructed 

in the traditional manner, with steel panels over a 

wood frame, the Model 30 in 1923 became the first-

ever to offer an all-steel automobile body. The 

brothers, in a belt-and-suspenders move typical of 

their conservative nature, added rivets to the 

welding for reinforcement. 

1949 FORD 

The first Ford designed and built without Henry 

Ford’s oversight 

How many built: 1,118,740 built in two models and 

two engines 

Starting price: From $1,333 (Six Business Coupe) 

to $2,264 (Custom V-8 Station Wagon) 

Nickname: ‘Shoebox’ 

With Ford wholly owned by its founding family, 

Edsel’s death in 1943 and Henry’s in 1947 forced 

the next generation to take the reins and usher the 

company into the postwar era. That included 

designing the first postwar model: the 1949 Ford, a 

major departure from traditional offerings. 

One look at the body design revealed the 

differences: Fenders integrated with the body. The 

sides flowed continuously. And the passenger 

compartment was smoothly rounded. Underneath, 

the transverse leaf springs that Henry had 

stubbornly clung to since horse-and-buggy days 

were gone, replaced with coil-spring independent 

front suspension and longitudinal leaf springs for 

the live rear axle. 

With civilian car production slowly gearing back up 

after Detroit’s massive war effort, both Chevrolet 

and Plymouth also introduced redesigned cars in 

1949, but neither did it as well, or as successfully, 



as Ford: Chevrolet sold 1,037,600 and Plymouth, 

508,000. The third-generation Ford team led by 

Henry Ford II had taken a surprising initiative and 

made it a success. 

1953 CHEVROLET CORVETTE ROADSTER 

America’s sports car 

How many built: 300 in 1953, 4,640 in total 

between 1953 and 1955 

Starting price: $3,498 

Nickname: ‘Vette’ 

Starting in 1949, General Motors presented its 

annual Motorama, parading the company’s products 

and new-vehicle concepts. In 1953, each of GM’s 

then fiercely independent divisions showcased their 

vision for a “sports car.” Most had simply restyled 

cars already in production. Buick weighed in with 

the Wildcat I, conceived by car-design guru Harley 

Earl, complete with a foot-controlled radio and 

“Robo-static” hubs. Pontiac offered the Parisienne, 

a two-seater with a landau roof and pink upholstery, 

meant to be driven by a chauffeur. 

Chevrolet went for something quite different: a 

small fiberglass-bodied two-seater patterned after 

the sexy British Jaguar XK-120 roadster. They 

called it “Corvette.” 

It became such a sensation that Chevrolet began 

low-volume, hand-built production at a plant in 

Flint. Only 300 were built in 1953 using modified 

Chevrolet frames, suspension and a 150hp 3-

carburetor version of its 236-cubic-inch overhead-

valve six. All had Powerglide automatic 

transmissions. 

For 1954 Chevrolet moved production to a small 

dedicated facility in St. Louis, planning to sell 

10,000 Corvettes. They didn’t sell nearly that many, 

but GM management, particularly the corporation’s 

legendary chairman Alfred P. Sloan, felt it had a 

place in the corporation’s stable and added welcome 

sizzle to the brand—particularly when crosstown 

rival Ford announced the two-seat Thunderbird for 

1955. That year, the performance of the Corvette’s 

brand new 195hp overhead-valve V-8 engine (a 

$135 option) began to change the public’s 

perception. Chevrolet did reach its annual sales 

target of 10,000, but not until 1960. Today Corvette 

production regularly exceeds 30,000 annually, all 

tracing their ancestry back to those Polo White 1953 

roadsters.  

1964½ FORD MUSTANG 

The original Pony Car, creator of an entire category 

How many produced: 263,434 between April and 

December of 1964, nearly overwhelming Ford’s 

production capacity; 1,288,557 first-generation 

Mustangs between 1964 and 1966 

Starting price: $2,368 for a notchback hardtop 

coupe 

Nickname: ‘Stang’ 

Named after a WWII fighter plane, the Mustang 

was unveiled by Henry Ford II at the 1964 World’s 

Fair. It was just a Falcon with new bodywork, built 

at the same plant in Dearborn, but that made no 

difference to America’s car buyers in 1964. They 

eagerly adopted Mustang as an entirely new concept 

of a moderately priced “personal car” with room for 

four—with a sporty profile aimed squarely at the 

emerging market of baby boomers, who had started 

hitting driving age just a few years earlier. 

The Mustang’s significance in American 

automobile history can’t be understated. It rivals 

that of Henry’s Model T. Without it, there would 

never have been a “pony car” category, which 

includes Camaros, Barracudas, Firebirds, Javelins, 

Challengers and Cougars. It spawned things like 

Carroll Shelby’s GT350, a rip-snorting pony car on 

steroids. It won uncountable races as the Boss 302. 

It set drag-racing records as the Boss 429. And 

nearly 10 million sales later, it still exists today, 

cleverly styled by Ford’s designers so if you draped 

a 2017 Mustang with a parachute it is still 

recognizable as a Mustang. 

Lee Iacocca, ever the marketing showman (in one 

stunt, he had a Mustang cut in three pieces so he 

could get it to the top of the Empire State Building), 

championed the Mustang’s development and rode it 



to success, becoming president of Ford and later, 

chairman of Chrysler. 

SHELBY COBRA 

Brawn meets beauty in the ultimate European-

American hybrid 

How many built: 62 with 260 engine, 453 with 289 

engine (street cars only) in 1962 

Starting price: $6,300 

Nickname: ‘Snake’ 

The blistering-fast brainchild of American racing 

driver and entrepreneur Carroll Shelby, the Shelby 

Cobra made incarnate the belief that you can never 

have too many horses under the hood. It was 

powered by an American V-8 and was final-

assembled in California, but the chassis, body and 

interior were built by AC Cars in Thames Ditton, 

UK. 

Theirs was a nifty marriage: Shelby was looking for 

an American engine-European chassis project. And 

AC was looking for a new engine for its light, 

beautiful AC Ace roadster. Shelby approached 

Chevy for engines. Chevy said something like, “For 

a Corvette competitor? We think not.” Ford thought 

differently. 

Introduced in 1962, the Shelby Cobra created a 

sensation among the automotive media—and 

wreaked havoc among its racing competitors. In 

1965 Cobras won the GT class in nine of 12 FIA 

World Championship races, taking the GT 

Championship. It would be a first for an American 

manufacturer. 

Shelby’s original Cobra spawned a separate 

industry to race, maintain, restore, show them and 

track their histories. Yet another industry creates 

replicas—some good, some bad and a few 

downright ugly. The Shelby Cobra, whether in its 

original leaf-spring 260/289 configuration or its 

later coil-spring 427/428 evolution, has proven to be 

an American legend that still delivers thrills to 

owners and onlookers alike. 

Here are the other cars from the article. If you 

would like to read about these cars here is the like 

to the article https://www.history.com/news/the-cars-

that-made-america 

FORD MODEL T 

1927 FORD MODEL A 

1931 CHEVROLET AE INDEPENDENCE SIX 

1932 FORD MODEL 18 V-8 

DUESENBERG MODEL J 

CHRYSLER AIRFLOW 

1955 CHRYSLER C-300 TWO-DOOR HARDTOP 

1955 CHEVROLET 

1957 DE SOTO ADVENTURER 

EDSEL 

PONTIAC LE MANS GTO 

CHEVROLET VEGA 

FORD PINTO 

SHELBY COBRA 

DELOREAN DMC-12 

1981 PLYMOUTH/DODGE ‘K-CAR’ 

1984 PLYMOUTH/DODGE 

VOYAGER/CARAVAN MINIVAN 

https://www.history.com/news/the-cars-that-made-america
https://www.history.com/news/the-cars-that-made-america


 

 




